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SOME ASPECTS OF CIVILIZATION INTERACTION
BETWEEN LIBYANS AND GREEKS IN THE
PROVINCE OF CYRENAICA FROM 631 - 323 B.C.

Fatima Salem Al-AQILI'

Abstract

This study deals with the civilizational interaction in the province of Cyrenaica
(eastern Libya) between Libyans and Greeks in the period 631-323 BC which refers
to the arrival of the Greeks to Libya and their establishment of the city of Cyrene
(Shahat) by a group of immigrants coming from an island Thira. when they arrived
on the Libyan coast, they landed on the island of Platea, which they had to leave for
the island of Aziris before they were transported to Cyrene by the Giligamae tribe
that stated : ((Here, the place is good for you, the Greek men because the sky here
is perforated)). The Greeks lived alongside the Libyans from the Aspystae tribe in
peace, where they married women of this tribe, where peace and harmony between
the two parties prevailed for a long time, and several other cities were established in
the region, which was known as Pentapolis or the five cities. Greeks and Libyans
were associated with good-neighbourly relations and social ties that contributed to
the incorporation of these tribes within Greek society, which resulted in some tribes
being subdued and affected by the religious beliefs of both parties. This study sheds
light on the methods that assisted in establishing the city of Cyrene and the
demographics of people of the region, then it reviews some evidence of a civilized
interaction and cultural exchange between Greeks and Libyans.
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