Route Educational & Social Science Journal

Volume 7(2); February 2020

Artical History
Received Accepted Available Online
28.01.2020 09.02.2020 15.02.2020.

ABU AL-YAQDHAN AL-BASRI “THE GENEALOGIST”
(190 A.H /850 A.D.) AND HIS SCIENTIFIC STATUS

Prof. Dr. Kifayeh Tarish Al-Ali*

Abstract
He is Sa’eem or ’amir bin Hafs or amir bin Al *aswad (in addition to fifteen other
names). He is called Abi Al-Yaqgdhan. He is a well-known Basri informing genealogist
and a master of bani-Tameem. He is an author of three books: The generation of
Tameem of each other, The News of Tameem, and The Big Origin. The historians and
writers praised him. They described him as one of the scientists of Basrah and the
informing genealogist, etc. because of his true information for his dependence on the
basic resources of events. Although his books are lost, the first historians and writers
had mentioned him in their books by mentioning his narrations, such writers are
Khaleefa bin Khiyat, Al-Jahidh, Al-Balathary, Ibin Qutayba and many others. For many
reasons, some of his narrations were attributed whereas others were not. This is done
because historians are lenient towards attribution in contrast to the writers of Hadith, or
because the event is closer to the narrator that the chain of attributions is short or is
shortened because of the length of the narration.
Abi Al-Yaqdhan’s narrations expanded to be comprehensive in time and space. It is
comprehensive in time for including all times of Islamic history stating from the pre-
Islamic period until the start of Abbasid period. They are comprehensive in space; he
narrated about all Islamic countries like Irag, the Levant, Arab Island, Egypt, etc
depending on how important one country or the other.
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