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Abstract
The woman’s historical march is seen through the social situation and its traditional role

in the family. This can be evaluated through customs, traditions, cultural values and
religious beliefs that made women in conditions which restricted their political role. So,
women remained the same during the first Ottoman era, and with the reform movement
and organizations started in the Ottoman Empire that took important steps by opening the
first elementary school for girls in Istanbul in 1842. Then, the "constitutional” conditional
period in 1876 followed so that it became the turning point in the march of Turkish
women after primary education became compulsory according to the law. Women began
to question in her stances against men through the "Association for the Defense of the
Rights of the Ottoman Women", which was established in 1913. With the involvement of
women in the ranks of political parties and organizations, their active role emerged
during the National Liberation War 1919-1922.

With the announcement of the republican system in 1923, there were many discussions
regarding granting women the right to vote in the general elections, but the proposals
submitted to the Turkish Grand National Assembly “TBMM” received a strong response
to that, especially after the establishment of the “Turkish Women Union” in 1924, which
demanded the change of the Turkish woman’s position socially and politically. One of
the most important steps was the adoption of the “Turkish Civil Law” on February 17,

1926, which emphasized women's equality with men before the law except in the ballot,
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but the change occurred in 1930 when women were allowed to participate in the
municipal elections as an electorate and then allowed to be elected in the chiefs’
Committee of Tribes and sheikhs in 1933. The outcome of the constitutional amendments
came on November 5, 1934, so that Turkish women had the right to vote and stand for
parliamentary elections. The final result was that women won (18) parliamentary seats in
the elections in 1935 out of a total of (444) seats.

The importance of studying the subject of this research stems from the fact that it did not
obtain sufficient attention in academic studies specialized in women's affairs and their
participation in politics, and through the comprehensive results that the research will

provide in the field of obtaining her political rights by the mid-thirties of the last century.

The study aims to identify the real obstacles that prevented Turkish women from reaching
the desired position at that time in political life. Then, to shed light on the role of
developments that took place internally and externally in politically activating the role of

women later on.

According to the foregoing, the research structure was divided into an introduction and
three topics that dealt with the first section: Turkish women in the social and political
field in the Ottoman Empire, and the second section presented: The role of women in the
Turkish War of Independence 1919-1922, while the third section concerned with: The
stages of the development of Turkish women's rights in the Republican era.
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