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Abstract

Despite the area occupied by Lebanon on the eastern coast of the Mediterranean,
which does not exceed 100 miles occupying part of the western part of the Levant, this
small geographical area has been characterized, through its long history, by frequent
events that mainly affected its political, social and cultural situations.

This research will focus on the most prominent social transformations
experienced by the province of Mount Lebanon in the period of 1860-1908. Following
the intervention of the European countries in Lebanon’s internal affairs in order to find a
foothold for themselves, this region was a hotbed for the activities of a number of
missionary missions including the Capuchins, Jesuits, and the American missionary
missions. The American missions culminated their activities in the opening of American
University of Beirut in 1861 as well as the role played by these missions in opening a
number of schools which increased in the seventies of the nineteenth century to reach 52
schools. This period also witnessed the opening of a number of formal schools such as
the Al-Hikma School in Beirut which was opened in 1875, Zahratul Ihsan School in
1882 and Al- Hamidiya School in 1892.

This period also witnessed the growth of national awareness through the
publication of a number of newspapers and magazines including “Hadiqatul Akhbar”
newspaper, of which the first issue was published in January 1858. In 1871, Khalil
Badawi issued “Al-Ahwal” newspaper and the priest Louis Sabunchi published “AL-
Nahla” newspaper in 1891. Then, the publication of a number of newspapers and
magazines continued to reach, before the First World War, (40) newspapers and
magazines.

Perhaps the migration of thousands of Lebanese to other countries is the most
important social change witnessed in Lebanon during this period for several reasons,
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which will be investigated within this study. This migration had a positive impact on the
overall economic situations of the country.

A form of these social transformations manifested in the charitable and scientific
societies which were founded by a number of intellectuals who get their education in the
schools and the colleges that were opened during this period. Finally, it is inevitable to
refer to the role played by some of feminist figures who had a great role in crystallizing
the feminist awakening in Lebanon such as Mary Yeni and Najlaa Abul-Lama’.
Keyword: immigration, Education, Monnt Lebanon , civil war
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