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Abstract

The current research aims to identify the training needs and counseling skills, and the
nature of the relationship between the variables in the educational counselors in Basrah / Iraq,
depending on the gender variables (male and female) and years of experience. The researcher
used a descriptive method to measure the training needs, and another to measure the
counseling skills of a sample of educational counselors selected by means of a random
sampling method of middle and secondary schools, and reached (160) counselors.

The results showed that the level of training needs of the research sample was average
with an average mean of (162,406) degrees, while the level of counseling skills was below
average and a mean of (119) degrees.

The results showed that there were no statistically significant differences in both the level
of training needs and the counseling skills according to the gender variable (male and female)
using the T-test, and there were statistically significant differences according to the variable
years of experience.

The results also indicated a negative correlation between the training needs of the
educational counselors and their counseling skills, which was statistically significant.
Therefore, the researcher recommends activating the in-service training program, and opening
periodic training sessions to raise the level of counseling skills and provide them with the
latest information, and counseling techniques.
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