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Abstract

This paper deals with the problem of poverty that appeared since the
human being's existence on earth. This problem is as dangerous as other
problems that threaten the entity of society. Therefore, it has been regarded
as one of the most complicated phenomena that reflect the circumstances of
people on the social and economic aspects. The Iraqi society suffered from
poverty during the Ottoman era. Thus, the signs of deprivation, poverty and
suffering were clear on the poor people's lives even after the new Iraqi
State was established on 23 August, 1921. This was the reason for the
aggravation of this problem, especially during the last years of the British
mandate as a result of the global economic crisis and its consequences on
Irag until the downfall of the whole monarchial regime in 1958. However,
the monarchial state was not far from the phenomenon of poverty and poor
people in spite of the limited potentialities this state enjoyed during the era
of King Faysal I. The king's path was followed by King Ghazi, who came
after King Faysal I, and his wife Queen Aliyah and King Faysal Il, the last
king of Iraq. Those all were keen on helping poor people through feeding
them and listening to their complaints. Nevertheless, their endeavors and
procedures were not fruitful. At the same time, these endeavors and
procedures could not solve the problem of poverty that became a dangerous
social dilemma.

This paper has solved the problem of poverty and poor people in Iraq in
light of petitions that were raised to King Faysal Il in 1953 before he
became a king and practiced his constitutional missions. The poor people,
through their petitions, showed the injustice they suffered. However, King
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Faysal 11 did not take any procedures or he might never saw them at all
since there was nothing in those petitions that might indicate that the king
saw them because his signature was not seen on those petitions or the king's
secretary might neglect them. The petitions were written by poor people to
show their problems, most of which were private. Other problems were
public that were related to the Iraqgi society. We shed light on some of these
petitions with an analytical study.
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