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Abstract

The Lions Arena in the Islamic City of Granada is considered as a
masterpiece of Arab Islamic Architecture in Europe in general and
Andalusia in specific, which historical features are still marked and
celebrated to this day despite the passage of many ages, as it is the most
important wing of Al-Hamra Palace which was built by Sultan Mohammed
V nicknamed Al-Ghani Billah (755-793AH/1345-1394AD), since the feet
of Banu Al-Ahmar stepped Granada in the year (635-897AH/1238-
1492AD), and the work in it was continuous for eight years (763-
771AH/1362-1370AD). As for the reason behind building it, it was due to
the occasion of the celebration of the birth of Prophet Mohammed (God
bless him and his family and grant them salvation). As for the twelve lions
in the arena, they symbolize the number of the hours of day and day, and
the twelve towers of the orbit, as well as the twelve months, and the water
getting out from their mouths which is a reference to the sun from which
life flows. What indicates the extent of creativity and development at which
Granada arrived during the rule of Muslims is the two Catholic kings
(Fernando the King of Aragon and Isabella the Queen of Castile) taking the
lions arena and its sections in Al-Hamra Palace a house for them after the
fall of Granada in (897AH/1492AD) in view of its beautiful manifestations
that delight the eyes and the high quality and mastering architecture which
Spain has not seen before, making this arena and the palace safe from the
hands of abusers and corruptors on earth on the contrary of the rest of
Islamic cities which most archaeological and architectural features were
damaged whether by ruining them like palaces or by transfer their
ownership as in the case of most Islamic mosques which were turned into
cathedrals or churches after the recovery of Andalusia from the hands of
Muslims, and now the Lions Arena is within the list of UNESCO World
Heritage List.
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