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Abstract

The books of classes, interpretations, genealogies, and indexes and
most of the historical sources and references available to us do not mention
anything about the book of Siyar Al-Milouk which was classified by Amer
Al-Shaabi, and the first to refer to it and attributed to him was the
anonymous author -of the second Hijri century- the author of the book
Nihayat al-Arb fi Akhbar Al-Furs wal Arab, which represents two-thirds of
the said book.

The book "Siyar Al-Milouk™ as a historical collection does not
resemble the historical works written in Arabic. Though this is a good
reason, but it is not a sufficient reason to deny the attribution of the book to
that age, as much of the book material is similar in its content with the
stories of the prophets cited in Tareekh Al-Tabari, especially the first part.

He was quoted by Al-Ghirnati, Mohammed bin Abdul Raheem
Balqisi (died 564AH/1169AD), two accounts from Al-Shaabi's book, as he
refers to it in the book "Tuhfat Al-Albab wa Nukhbat Al-I'jab" frankly
stating: "Al-Shaabi has mentioned in the book "Siyar Al-Milouk..." and
quoted from it in several subjects in the part of fossils and tombs and what
contained of bones until the day of the resurrection and proclamation, as
well as it was referred to by Al-Magrizi and he quoted from it in several
places.

Amer al-Shaabi was originally from Himyar, brought up in
Hamadan, and was a subordinate Kofi.

His name was mentioned in many places of Tareekh Al-Tabari, in
the Israelites, in the stories, in the followings, and in the news of Yemen,
and in his resources were the ones who became Muslims of the people of
the Book such Kaab Al-Ahbar and Abdullah ibn Salam, and those who
were concerned with the news of the early ones such as Obaid Ibn Shuraih
al-Jarhami, Dughful Al-Shaibani the genealogist, Ibn Kayis Al-Nimri, and
a group of Arabs who were claiming that they saw the ruined wondrous
cities and the ancient monuments, and the similar of the class of narrators
and holders of news. Al-Shaabi did not mention the names of his narrators
and contemporaries in many of the accounts attributed to him, especially in
the narrations that concern Oman, Hadramout and Yemen, and the fossils
in which treasures and antiquities.
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We find examples of what was narrated of in this part in Tareekh Al-
Tabari and in this book that we are talking about. He tended to follow the
news, but he does not have a critical mentality, as he has cited in his book
dozens of legendary narrations without criticizing them or referring to their
myths, because he belongs to the School of Ahl al-Hadith which does not
believe in opinion and mind, but in interpretation and memorization.
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Naline baccolta Di seritti Editti e Inediti vol. 3 .Storia . Della .
41- Arabia

Preislamica Roma. 1941. PubbieazJioni Dell Istiuto per L
Oriemte.

Ency, I, p. 30-31, Gaetani, Annali, I, p. 413, Harovitz, in ZDMG, IV,
42 -.524
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