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A conscious reading of the glorious Quranic verses and prophetic
traditions reveal a set of concepts that emphasize human freedom and right
of choice. Messenger Muhammad (PBUH) personified a supreme level of
peaceful co-existence. This was displayed in the dialogue between the
congueror and the conquered when he forgave his enemies, who had fought
his call, expelled him from his homeland, hurt him and tried to kill him.
When Allah granted him victory on the day of Conquering Mecca in 8 AH,
he said to Quraish, "Go! You're free."

The forms of co-existence vary according to the different human
communities in accordance to time, placeand historical eras. Co-
existenceconstructs the human relations Islam intends to establish. It
creates reassurance for people that allows them to practice their
incontrovertible special civilizations and cultures. Co-existence is strongly
connected to Islam. Variety is always present in the human experience.

Embracing co-existence and sharing the other community members
in establishing a free and dignified life points to the clear Islamic vision
concerning the mandatory acceptance of the other party. practicingco-
existence means the necessity of admitting that everyone has a right to
choose one's beliefs and has to accept that the other party enjoys the same
right. Consequently, co-existence reveals respect to the other's feelings and
beliefs.
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