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Abstract

During the Ottoman period, public fountains have played a vital role in the city of
Algiers in social, economic and politic life.

Being one of the most requested monuments, sovereigns compete with each other to
build them in the hope of winning the gratitude and prayers of the people. These
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buildings resemble in form the fountains of Istanbul called “cesme” and built at the
same time, due the influence of Ottoman architecture.

The commemorative inscriptions of these fountains cover various subjects that they
were intended to commemorate the construction or the reconstruction of a water
structure, they were also decorated with koranic verses and prayers so as the fulfilled
the function of decoration and commemoration of edifying.

Through our research we expect to answer the next question:

What is the contribution of commemorative inscriptions in the development of water
works as essential element of heritage, and its important role in society and in the
realization of layout of the city?

Key words: city of Algiers, Public fountains, Ottoman period, commemorative
inscriptions.
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