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Turkey's relationship with the GCC Countries
Assi. Prof.Dr. Muna H. Obaid
Center of Strategic and International Studies

Since 2002, Turkey has restructured its foreign policy to become
more active with neighboring countries. Turkey moved to regain
leadership in its strategic depth, (geographic neighboring), based on the
common historical and cultural heritage, and both economic and soft
power of the country as a raising regional power that passed over history

differences and geographical boundaries.

Though this policy, Turkey has witnessed a growing presence that it
emerged as a regional power and an active player in its regional
environment and sought to develop its bilateral relations with the countries

of the GCC countries.
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[t seems that Turkey's aim to develop its relationship with the GCC

countries came through the openness to the regional environment which
has different historical and cultural ties with Turkey, as well as, economic
aspects such as Turkey's need to secure the increasing domestic demand of
oil derivatives and its desire to attract Gulf investments to Turkey. As well
as, to enable Turkish companies with some investment opportunities with
Gulf countries, and to find new markets for Turkish products and desire to
play a security role in the Gulf as Turkey believes that the best mechanism
to achieve security in Gulf region is to build a regional balance with the

help of major powers.

Key words:— Turkey, GCC countries, Middle east, Gulf countries
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