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Abstract:

The purpose to examine the perceptions of principals and teachers working in schools for children

with disabilities in Oman related to their ability to distinguish indicators of abuse among children
with disabilities. A quantitative exploratory design was used, using a self-report scale
(questionnaire) to gain a deeper understanding of their own perceptions and experiences in working
with children with disabilities. The research tool was applied to (102) participants, selected in a
non-random manner based on their job title and informed consent, from three schools for children
with disabilities in the city of Muscat, capital of the Sultanate of Oman. The results of the study
showed that the majority of participants had previous experience in identifying cases of abuse of
children with disabilities in their schools. Participants were also aware that children with
disabilities were at high risk of abuse. While the results showed that there was a contradiction
between the participants' self-assessment of their knowledge and ability and their actual capacity
and knowledge to identify cases of abuse among children with disabilities. In addition, there is a
discrepancy between participants' self-assessment of their knowledge and actual knowledge of who
can communicate with them, and the actions they must take to deal with confirmed or potential
abuse cases of children with disabilities.

The results of this study may help provide leaders and supervisors of educational institutions for
children with disabilities with awareness of issues related to the lack of comprehensive and
appropriate training for workers with children with disabilities, with the weakness of this group of
children, where their managers and teachers represent the first line of defense and the link with
specialized institutions to protect children from abuse,

Key words: Keywords: perceptions of principals and teachers, abuse, children with disabilities,
Sultanate of Oman.
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Identification and treatment of child physical abuse through medical and mental health collaborations,1
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