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Qatari journalists uses of social media networks
Applied study on the Qatar blockade
Abstract

This study investigates how Qatari journalists use social media networks (SMN) as part of efforts to
represent the blockade imposed on their country since June 5, 2017. It looks into the interrelation
between traditional media and SMN. It aims to document the ways Qatari journalists use SMN, the most
important subjects they discuss, and the goals they seek. The study also dwells on aspects of
convergence between new and traditional media, and the value SMS interactivity adds to Qatari
journalism. The research is descriptive and triangulated in terms of method as it merges qualitative and
quantitative analyses to arrive at findings. The study finds that SMN are media that meet different
communicative purposes. They are platforms for promoting personal and non-personal affairs. Messages
disseminated across these platforms range from tweets, hashtags, videos, photos, infographics, and
emojis, as well as a variety of types of interactivity. The study shows that Qatari journalists use SMN for
several purposes. These include, among other things, the uncovering of fake news, highlighting the
contradictions in the discourse of the blockading countries and focusing on how to confront it. Tweets
lean on simplified language, with traces of dialects current in the oil-rich Arab Gulf states. The study
recommends that journalists should abide by professional ethics, even when resorting to SMN.
Professional reporters should distance themselves from openly siding with parties in the conflict even on
SMN pages. The study concludes that there is an urgent need for SMN regulation in Qatar and Gulf
counterparts.

Keywords: Social media networks, Qatar blockade, Gulf crisis, Qatari journalists, Social media uses.
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1 The Washington Post (August 9, 2017), Two months into Saudi-led boycott, tiny Qatar goes on the offensive,
retrieved on October 10, 2017, from https://wapo.st/2xWUNTS

2 The Washington Post (July 18, 2017), The blockade of Qatar is failing, retrieved on October 10, 2017,
https://wapo.st/2]JD49Zx
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