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Media and communication functions in the electronic games for children: - An analytical

descriptive study on the opinions of the mothers who teach at the primary schools in the state
of Khartoum 2017-2016

Dr. Nahid Hamza Mohammed Saleh Al Zain
Abstract
The problem of the research: - The electronic games borrowed some of the functions that were
performed by the media and the natural communication process towards the children's community,
this happened with plans and goals. So, what are the media and communication functions played by
the electronic games towards the children's community? Is the exercise of electronic games arranges
the ideas and concepts of children to some of the life issues that surround the world today? And what
are the satisfactions that achieved by playing electronic games for children?
What are the satisfactions that have been achieved for the child by playing electronic games?
research results :-
First: 40% of children spend less than 8 hours a day playing electronic games, 35% spend more than
8 hours a day, 25% spend 10 hours and more, during the school year and these rates increase on
vacations.
Second: 83% of the respondents believe that electronic games achieve a number of saturation and
needs of the child according to the theory of saturation, 67% of the respondents emphasize that
electronic games arranges the priorities of the children according to the theory of the agenda.

Third: By studying the category of cultural functions of electronic games, the following percentages
were obtained from the respondents:

1- 64% believe that electronic games contribute on spreading the culture of violence and aggression
against others and make it fun and acceptable to children.

2- 52% believe that electronic games contribute on the development of financial and economic
concepts within the game.

3- 89% believe that electronic games contribute on the dissemination of non-Islamic financial
cultures, and 87% of them assert that electronic games distort Islamic culture.

4- 83% believe that electronic games contribute on spreading the culture of isolation and relying on
the virtual world away from the family.

5- 71% believe that electronic games contribute on spreading the culture, folklore and traditions of
other countries.

6- 61% believe that electronic games contribute on breaking the barrier of time and space.

Fourth: Through the study of the category of educational functions for electronic games we find that
the percentages of respondents divided as follows:

1. 62% believe that electronic games contribute on the development of scientific research skills.

2. 58% believe that they contribute on the development of printing skills.

3- 70% believe that they contribute on the development of writing skills.
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4- 95% believe that they contribute on the development of reading skills.
5- 75% believe that they contributes on the development of foreign language learning skills.
6- 77% believe that they contribute on the development of thinking skills.
7- 66% believe that they contributes on the development of criticism skills.

8- 63% believe that they contribute on the development of analysis and installation skills.
9- 60% believe that they contribute on the development of problem-solving skills.
10-75% believe that they contributes on the development of science fiction skills.

Fifthly, the ads which accompanies the games sometimes promote other games, this creates more
desire in the child to spend more time playing electronic games, which affects negatively.

Through the study of the category of the function of these ads we find that the ratios of respondents
divided as follows:

1- 50% affirm that these advertisements have negative psychological economic effects on children.

2 - 55% affirm that these ads have economic effects on the family because they urge them to go to
the markets without the need to shop and encourage children to buy some of the products they see
when playing electronic games.

3- 54% affirm that these ads have negative moral effects on the child.

Sixth: Through the study of the category of entertainment and enjoyment function achieved by
electronic games divided the respondents as follows:

1- 89% affirm that the child enjoys the electronic games so achieves the function of entertainment.

2- 74% affirm that interaction between children and electronic games is very high.

3- 71% affirm that the child plays the character to play and practice it.

4. 61% affirm that through entertainment, negative customs and traditions are promoted and 54%
affirm that positive customs and traditions are promoted.

5- 66% affirm that through entertainment comes the love of competition, win and challenge.

6- 89% affirm that through entertainment, children's love of adventures is achieved.
Recommendations:

1. The family in general and the mother in particular must monitor the electronic reality of children
at home, discuss with children about the principles system from the non-Islamic world, and
participate when purchasing games in proportion to the age and gender of the child.

2 - It is necessary to discuss with the child about the cultural situation which contained during the
exercise of electronic play, and it is important to listen to the child to know the information and
cultures received from the exercise of these games.

3 - The need of getting benefits from games that carry educational contents in institutions that are
interested in the field of education of children like schools and kindergartens.

4 - rationalize the number of hours in which the child enters the virtual reality.

5 - the importance of paying attention to the diversification of entertainment and sports for children.
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