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Letters sounds at Sebawayyeh from modern
phonetics perspective
Dr. Abeer Bani Mustafa

Abstract

The aim of the study was to shed light on Sebawayyeh approach and to clarify the effect
provided by the scholar in examining Arabic letters sounds to identify the phonetics rules in these
letters then to balance between them and what was provided by the modern phonetics using modern
technologies and sounds labs.

The study concluded that what Sebawayyeh has provided of opinions related to examining
letters sounds were consistent with the ones provided by the modern phonetics science while others
were very different from the ones given by it.

The most important findings of the study were:

- Sebawayyeh has paid great attention to the consents more than short sounds as he described them
thoroughly, their division, their sounds and the articulation mechanisms used. The sounds
movements were a major concern for Sebawayyeh as he considered them as deficit affiliated to
the consent and lack an independent existence. He though that they are constants proceeded by
movements from the same genre. This idea is refused by the modern phonetics science as there is
dependent symbols for letters in the Arabic transcription system, which focuses on the written
form, not the articulated one, which are the rule in modern phonetic science.

- Despite the fact that some impressionist rules mentioned by Sebawayyeh, which are based on
non- articulated linear considerations, he realized the strength of the relationship and the unity of
the articulation features between articulation movements. He indicated how these letters are
articulated and was able to distinguish between Wow and Ta' in the pure Mad movements in
addition to distinguishing between Ya' and Wow if they were moved or coming between two
letters without movement.

- Recommendations:

The study recommends the submission of more articulation movements for more physical
study based on the use of scientific devices to identify their physical features and to identify the
phonetic differences between the short and long movements from one hand and the movement
and non-articulated letters on the other.
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