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Obstacles of Critical Thinking as Perceived by Faculty Members at Najran University

Abstract
The present study aimed to identify the obstacles of critical thinking from the perspectives of faculty
members at Najran University. The study sample consisted of (46) faculties who were enrolled in
teaching at Najran University in the second semester of the academic year 2017/2018. The
descriptive approach was used and a five-domain questionnaire of (55) items was developed. The
main domains included obstacles related to the social environment, education policy, teacher,
learner, and curriculum. Findings showed that the obstacles related to the learner were the most
serious ones followed by the obstacles related to the educational policy. In the third and fourth ranks,
were the obstacles related to the curriculum and teacher respectively. Whereas, the obstacles related
to the social environment were the least important. Furthermore, findings revealed that the most
serious obstacles in the social environment domain were due to the weak encouragement children
usually receive from their families in addition to their families' weak acceptance of other's options.
While the severest obstacle related to the educational policy domain was the short dependence of the
educational research on the processes of teaching and learning. In the teacher's domain, his focus on
the questions that check knowledge only and his concentration on lecturing were seen the most
important obstacles. While the focus of the learner's attention on how to pass was the at the top of
the obstacles list in the learner's domain. Furthermore, the main emphasis of the teaching materials
on knowledge was the most serious obstacle in the curriculum domain. In light of these findings, a

set of recommendations and proposals were put forward.

Key words; Obstacles; critical thinking; Najran University.
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