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Abstract

— This study looks into the role and position of women in the ancient history of
Sudan, through studying archaeological and historical data. The study follows the
ancient history of ancient Sudan from prehistoric ages until early historical periods.

— The study aimed at highlighting the contribution of women in defining the
Sudanese civilizations and her social stature in the ancient Sudan. This aim is one of
the (Gender archeology) issues. The study is an effort at observing and tracking the
role of women in forming the history of Sudan and information its material remains.

— In order to study women's contribution to the ancient history Sudan, several
questions had to be answered; these questions are:

— Did women participate in public life, and in what aspects of public life was
that participation and who did the society recite that participation.

— To answer these questions, we adopted a historical methodology in which we
traced the archaeological and historical sources, scripted about queens and kings of
ancient Sudan, in add to writings of Greek and Roman explorers and historians, as
well as the Ecclesiastical and Arab historical sources.

— The importance of the study comes from the fact that it investigates and
documents the role of women in the ancient Sudan through studying archaeological
and historical evidence, which increases with the increase in archaeological
discoveries.

— The research was arrayed according to the chronological order of the history
of ancient Sudan eras, starting with prehistorical eras (The Three stone ages), then
Nubian groups era (2500 BC - 1500 BC), then Kushite era (750 BC - 350 AD), then
the Christian kingdoms era the seventh century- the sixteenth century AD.

The study concluded that women participated greatly in all aspects of public
life, and reached high stature in the religious political and even economical aspects
since women crafted manual pottery. Women in contemporary societies did not reach
this stature.
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