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PARENTAL ATTITUDES TOWARDS AUTISTIC
CHILDREN IN SAUDI ARABIA
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Abstract

The study aimed to identify the attitudes of parents towards autistic children in
Saudi Arabia, to identify the relationship between parental attitudes and the period of
diagnosis of autism in the child, and to identify the significant of differences in parents'
attitudes towards children of autism due to the variables of sex, age and economic level
of the family. The study sample consisted of (160) single parents who had an autistic
child in Dammam region.

The results showed that parents' attitudes toward autistic children in Saudi Arabia
were neutral. The highest attitudes towards autistic children were the attitudes towards
the child's need for support. The results showed that most parents of autistic children
Saudi Arabia has neutral attitudes towards their autistic children (63.8%), while 19.4%
have positive attitudes and 16.9% have negative attitudes.

The results showed a statistically significant positive correlation (0=0.01) between
parents' attitudes towards autistic children and the period of diagnosis of autism in the
child. There were statistically significant differences (0¢=0.05) in parents' attitudes
towards autistic children due to the gender variable in favor of mothers, and the
economic level in favor of the high economic level. Based on the results, the study
recommended that training courses be conducted to modify negative attitudes and
support the positive attitudes.

Keywords: attitudes, Autistic Children, Saudi Arabia.
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